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ABSTRACT

Aims So far there has not been any research on propagation of Tilia rubra subsp. caucasica
form angulata (Rupr.) V. Engler in the world. In this research, for the first time, the rooting and
early growth in cuttings of Tilia rubra subsp. caucasica form angulata (Rupr.) V. Engler was
studied by applying various hormones of IAA, IBA, and NAA.
Materials and Methods In the present study, experiments were conducted as completely
randomized block design and three replications with indole-acetic acid (IAA), Indole-Butyric
Acid (IBA) and naphthalene-acetic acid (NAA) with concentrations of 0 (Control), 50, 100 and
200mg/l for 115 days.
Findings Based on the findings, compared to control, rooting percentage was enhanced about
37.5% in cuttings imbibed with 100mg/l IBA. Root number and root length respectively showed
an increase of 28.6% and 22.3% in cuttings imbibed with 200mg/l IAA. The greatest root mass
was perceived in IBA 200mg/l, which was about 2.5 times larger than that in control. In IBA
200mg/l, the increase in leaf mass and total plant mass was 51.4% and 36.2%, respectively. The
hormone of 100 mg/l IBA performed an advancement of 37.5% in rooting, 42% in shoot length
and 37.5% in seedling survival.
Conclusion In total, it can be accepted that although hormones promoted rooting as well as
early growth of seedling in Tilia; however, the 100mg/l IBA can be favored as a superior choice
for seedling production of this species.
Keywords Cutting; Indole-Butyric Acid; Leaf Mass; Linden; Survival
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Introduction

In relation with the propagation of forest
species, in most researches the use of sexual
propagation (with seed) is considered, this is
while that propagation with seed has a
particular problem. Of course, in some fastgrowing species, such as willows and poplars,
due to the simplicity of rooting, propagation
and mast seedling production are commonly
done through non-sexual reproduction (with
cuttings) [1, 2].
Lindens (Tilia spp.) are tree species that due to
the difficulty of seed dormancy breaking as well
as the lack of seedling production efficiency in
the nursery, their growth through cuttings is
also considered so that in most researches for
rooting and propagation with different species
cuttings are used by hormones. As in the
cuttings of T. argentea, Naphthalene Acetic Acid
(NAA) and Indole-Butyric Acid (IBA) increased
its rooting, but etiolation (Plant growth, or part
of it in the shade) caused the largeness of
branches, undeveloped and necrosis leaves. IBA
hormone (For 5 seconds at a concentration of
2500mg/l) increased rooting from 5 to 75%,
however, the seedlings in NAA treatment had
no rooting [3].
The rooting results of the semi-woody cuttings
T. cordata, T. platyphyllos and T. tomentosa
affected by IBA, IAA and NAA were evaluated
after three months [4]. In T. cordata the most
rooting (69%) and the highest coarse root
number (17) were affected by IBA 50mg/l, and
the longest root (4.8mm) did by IAA 150 mg/l.
In T. platyphyllos, the most rooting (79.8%) and
the longest root (4.8mm) allocated to IBA
40mg/l and the highest root number (21.45) to
a concentration of 50mg/l IBA. In T. tomentosa,
the highest root percentage (94.2%) was
treated by NAA 40 mg/l, the highest root
number (29.6%) did by IBA 50mg/l and the
longest root (7.2mm) did by NAA 30mg/l. In
general, high concentrations of IBA, IAA, and
NAA caused defects of the root system and
reduced the chance of establishment of the plant.
In T. amurensis, the best rooting (63.3%) was
obtained by using 3-4-year-old semi-wood
cuttings (Prepared in April), 16 hours
immersed in IAA hormone (Concentration of
0.0001mg/l) grown in a sandy bed (Mixed with
river sand, perlite and vermiculite) [5]. In some
researches on linden’s cuttings, the best
treatment was to improve the rooting rate of
IBA. In research on cuttings of several species
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of lindens, using a 10000mg/l IBA in T.
tomentosa caused 31.8% rooting, 5.8 root
number and 26mm root length, and in T. rubra,
34.6% rooting, 3/3 root number and 30mm
root length. In T. cordata, 60.9% rooting and
32mm root length and In T. platyphyllos, 27.7%
rooting, 4.7 root number and 31mm root length
[6]. In T. mandshurica, the concentration of
2000mg/l increased rooting to more than 80%
[7] and in T. mongolica, the concentration of
500mg/l resulted in an increase of 82% rooting
and a decrease in root period (5 days less than
control) [8]. In T. miqueliana, using a
concentration of 5000mg/l, rooting (43%), the
semi-lignin cutting was better than woody
cutting [9]. In woody cutting of T. miqueliana,
the concentration of 1000mg/l produced the
highest rooting (70%) and the concentration of
1500mg/l the best root quality (10 numbers,
2.5cm length, and 2.4mm thickness) [10]. In nonwood cuttings of T. amurensis, the
concentration of 100mg/l (8 hours) created the
highest rooting (63%) [11].
Due to the fact that in the north of Iran, the
propagation of linden’s seeds in nurseries is
difficult [12, 13], the production of its seedlings
through cutting requires comprehensive
research. So far there has not been any research
on propagation of Tilia rubra subsp. caucasica
form angulata (Rupr.) V. Engler in the world.
Thus, to resolve part of this problem, the study
on rooting and seedling production through the
cuttings can be imperative. In fact, in this study,
for the first time, the rooting of cuttings and the
performance of early growth of seedlings of this
species using hormones of IAA, NAA and IBA at
different concentrations are investigated. It is
hypothesized that the hormones with medium
concentration improve the rooting and survival
in seedlings of T. rubra.

Materials and Methods
Cuttings of Tilia rubra subsp. caucasica form
angulata Rupr. [14] with length of 20cm [15], and
the diameter of 0.5cm were prepared from
annual seedlings in Amol forest nursery.
Experiment was carried out in randomized
complete blocks with IBA hormones, IAA NAA
with concentrations 0 (Control), 50, 100 and
200mg/l for 8 hours) [11] in three replicates. The
examination was performed at greenhouse with
a temperature of 25°C [16] and a fogging system
[17] (With a stable moisture content of up to
70%) in the city of Nashtarood (Tonekabon
Summer 2019, Volume 7, Issue 3

The results of the study showed that the effect
of treatments on all variables was significant
(Diagram 1). The rooting percentage increased
about 37.5% in cuttings imbibed with 100mg/l
IBA in comparison with control. In cuttings
imbibed with 200mg/l IAA root number and
root length in the order showed an increase of
28.6% and 22.3% compared to control. The
highest root mass was observed in IBA
200mg/l, which was about 2.5 times greater
than that in control. In high concentrations of
IBA (200mg/l), the increase in leaf mass and
total plant mass was 51.4% and 36.2%,
respectively. Hormone of 100mg/l IBA
appeared a promotion of 37.5% in rooting, 42%
in shoot length and 37.5% in seedling survival.
In total, it can be accepted that hormones
promoted rooting as well as seedling growth;
nevertheless, the non-imbibed cuttings were
ECOPERSIA
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able to play a rather good role for rooting and
seedling production, too (Diagram 1).
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County). To prepare the plant bedding of
cuttings in plastic pots [18] (15×15×30cm), the
sand was first washed with fresh water and
disinfected with a fungicide of copper
oxychloride [19] 35% (2mg/l). Then, the cuttings
were disinfected for 10min. in a copper
oxychloride (2mg/l) fungicide solution and
dried for 30min. in free air. The cuttings were
planted in the bed in late March, and after 20
days the new emerged plants disinfected with
copper
oxychloride
fungicide
(copper
oxychloride, 2g/l).
Measurements: After 115 days of the
experiment, shoot length, diameter, root length,
root number, rooting percentage, survival, root
dry mass, leaf dry mass, and the total plant
mass were measured. The rooting percentage
was calculated by dividing the number of
cuttings rooted in each treatment to total
number of cuttings in that treatment multiple
100. For determination of dry mass, a seedling
was selected from each replicate. The root and
leaf as well as the whole seedlings were dried in
an oven for 24 hours at 70°C and then weighed [1].
Data analysis: Statistical analysis was
conducted by SPSS 22 software. First, the
normality of data was accomplished by
Kolmogrov-Smirnov's test, and homogeneity of
variance by Levene’ test. Then, one-way ANOVA
was used to determine the difference between
the data and Duncan's test was used to compare
the means. Drawing of diagrams was performed
by Excel software.
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significant difference among the means at the level of 0.05
and 0.01, respectively.
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1- Continued) Mean comparison of
parameters as affected by treatments in Tilia rubra subsp.
caucasica form angulata Rupr. (Unit of hormones in mg/l);
* and ** significant difference among the means at the level
of 0.05 and 0.01, respectively.

Discussion

The growth regulating agents improve plant
growth, and auxins such as IBA, IAA and NAA
are the most important compounds that
influence root growth. In recent years influence
of hormones on the improvement of rooting
and seedling performance has been reported by
some researchers. Among the investigations
carried out on cuttings of and particularly
forest trees it can be referred to Populus caspica
[20], Conocarpus erectus [21], Callistemon viminalis
[22, 23], Cerasus mahaleb [24], olea europaea [25],
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Salix nigra [26], Ficus spp. [27]. In most of above
researches, following the hormone application,
the parameters measured have been often
improved. Some findings have been also
published on lindens (Tilia spp.). According to
literature, different species of lindens root
hardly and auxins help the rooting ability [4, 6].
In the present study, among the hormones and
the concentrations used on the Tilia rubra
subsp. caucasica form angulate, IBA (100mg/l)
helped an increase by about two times in
rooting. Similarly, in a research on cuttings of T.
rubra by applying IBA, IAA and NAA hormones,
although the type of hormone was effective on
root development the cuttings treated with IBA
(100mg/l) produced the highest rooting
percentage (33.33%) [6]. Rooting under the
influence of IBA in cutting of T. amurensis was
63.1% [11] and in the cutting of T. argentea was
75% [3]. In most reports, IBA provided more
rooting in cuttings than other hormones, so that
in cuttings of T. mandshurica [7], T. miqueliana [9]
and T. mongolica [8], rooting was 82%, 80% and
43%, respectively. It can be stated that like the
reported results [4] on vegetative propagation in
semi-hardwoods of T. cordata, T. platyphyllos
and T. tomentosa, in our findings high doses of
IBA, IAA and NAA provided weak, brittle root
system, which reduces the chance of successful
adaptation in replanting.
In the present study, the concentration of
200mg/l IAA with root length of 6.7cm was
approximately three times greater than that in
control. This increase is similar to the results
obtained on Tilia sp. [4], and also more than the
results obtained for the semi-lignin and woody
cuttings of T. miqueliana [9]. Of course, in the
present research, IBA did not improve root
length compared to control, this is while that
the positive effect of this hormone (With the
concentration of 10000mg/l) on T. cordata and
T. platyphyllos was reported [6].
The maximum root number in the present
research (11.67) belonged to the cuttings
applied to the IAA (200mg/l), with an increase
of about 28.6% compared to the control. Root
number of produced from the cuttings was
more than those of the semi-lignin (2.6) and
woody cuttings (9.1) of T. miqueliana [9]. Of
course, in some similar studies, including
woody cuttings of T. platyphyllos, the IBA
produced a considerable root number (31) [6].
In another study, the number of roots affected
by this hormone was 21 [4].
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In the present study, the greatest root mass
belonged to the cuttings applied to IBA
(200mg/l), 2.5 times greater than that of
control. The biggest leaf mass (42.1gr) was
affected by NAA (200mg/l) and the maximum
total mass appeared with NAA and IAA (High
concentrations). In high concentrations of IBA
(200mg/l), root mass was about 2.5 times
larger than that in control, besides that the
increase in leaf mass and total plant mass over
the control was near two times.
The shoot length at a concentration of 200mg/l
NAA and IAA improved about 43%,
respectively. The concentration of 100mg/l IBA
produced an increase of 37.5% in rooting, 42%
in shoot length and 37.5% in survival compared
to control.

Conclusion

From the findings of the present study, it can be
stated that the used hormones improved
rooting and increased seedling production.
However, the concentration of 100 mg/l IBA
produced the favorable results, especially in
terms of rooting, survival, and shoot length of
seedlings in the greenhouse (with fogging
conditions) which can be considered as a best
for seedling production of Tilia. It is also may be
mentioned that with considering the planting of
cuttings in the winter and their rather
satisfactory rooting in the spring, with
preparation and planting of winter woody
cuttings of Tilia, proper emergence and growth
of the roots and the effective efficiency of
seedlings production is expectable. In order to
the farther enhancement of the measured
parameters, diversity in doses of hormones can
be examined.
Acknowledgements: This research was
supported by the Faculty of Natural Resources
and Marine Sciences, Tarbiat Modares
University is available at http://modares.ac.ir.
Ethical permissions: The case was not found
by the authors.
Conflicts of interests: The Authors state that
there is no conflict of interests.
Authors’ Contribution: Amini A. (First author),
Introduction author/ Original researcher/
Statistical analyst/ Discussion author (40%);
Tabari Kouchaksaraei M. (Second author),
Introduction author/ Methodologist/ Original
researcher/ Discussion author (40%); Hosseini
S.M. (Third author), Assistant researcher
ECOPERSIA

Amini A. et al.

(10%); Yousefzadeh H. (Fourth author),
Assistant researcher (10%)
Funding/Support: This study was funded by
Tarbiat Modares University (TMU), Iran.

References

1- Kiani B, Tabari M. Effect of cutting age and planting
depth on early survival and growth of eastern cottonwood
(Populus deltoides Bartr. ex Marsh.) in Guilan province.
Iran J Forest Poplar Res. 2009;17(2):272-9. [Persian]
2- Greer E, Pezeshki SR, Shields FD. Influences of cutting
diameter and soil moisture on growth and survival of
black
willow,
Salix
nigra.
J
Soil
Water
Conserv.2006;61(5):311-23.
3- Schmidt G. Rooting softwood cuttings of Tilia argentea.
Journal Kertgazdasag. 1980;12(1):33-44.
4- Ivanova V, Panchev V, Panayotov N. Vegetative
Propagation of Tilia sp. using semi-hardwood cuttings.
Agro Knowl J. 2017;17(2):133-41.
5- Yang L, Wang H, Shen H. Reproduction techniques for
hardwood cutting of Tilia amurensis. Adv Mater Res.
2011;183(1):1672-76.
6- Magherini R, Nin S. Research on rooting of selected Tilia
spp. Acta Hortic. 1993;331(1):259-63.
7- Qiang LY. Studies on the cutting propagation technique
and rooting mechanism of Tilia [Dissertation]. Hebei:
Agricultural University of Hebei; 2004. [Chinese]
8- Wen-feng W, Bao-hui L, Qin Z, Yun-qiang L, Shao-hua D,
Jian-jun L. Effect of different concentration of IBA on
softwood cutting of Tilia mongolica. J Agric Univ Hebei.
2007;5(30):48-50.
9- Hong Y. Research on the Propagation Technique of Tilia
miqueliana Maxim. J Anhui Agric Sci. 2010;26(1):2-8.
10- Chen Zh. The studies on softwood cutting propagation
technique and rooting mechanism of Tilia Miqueliana
[Dissertation]. Nanjing: Nanjing Forest University; 2011.
[Chinese]
11- Hai-nan W, Hai-long Sh, Li-xue Y. Techniques of
softwood cuttings propagation in Tilia amurensis.
Nonwood Forest Res. 2012;30(3):21-5. [Chinese]
12- Tabari M, Tabandeh A. The germination response of
Tilia platyphyllos stratified seed to irrigation and sowing
depth. Iran J Forest Poplar Res. 2007;15(2):144-51.
[Persian]
13- Mollashahi M, Moshki A, Ravanbakhsh H. Investigation
of viability rate and the effects of different breaking
treatments of physical dormancy on seed germination of
two tree species (Basswood and Black locust). Iran J Seed
Sci Technol. 2017;6(1):89-100. [Persian]
14- Yousefzadeh H, Colagar AH, Tabari M, Sattarian A,
Assadi M. Utility of ITS region sequence and structure for
molecular identification of Tilia species from Hyrcanian
forests. Plant Syst Evol. 2012;298(5):947-61.
15- Queiroz CRADA, Andrade RRD, Morais SALD, Pavani
LC. Growing Pereskia aculeata under intermittent
irrigation according to levels of matric potential reduction.
Pesquisa
Agropecuária
Tropical.
2015;45(1):1-8.
[Portuguese]
16- Huang J, Wang MM, Jiang Y, Bao YM, Huang X, Sun H, et
al. Expression analysis of rice A20/AN1-type zinc finger
genes and characterization of ZFP177 that contributes to
temperature stress tolerance. Gene. 2008;420(2):135-44.
17- Hasan O, Atilgan A, Buyuktas K, Alagoz T. The
efficiency of fan-pad cooling system in greenhouse and
building up of internal greenhouse temperature map. Afr J
Summer 2019, Volume 7, Issue 3

Influence of Hormones of IAA, IBA, and NAA on Improvement of …

Biotechnol. 2009;8(20):5436-44.
18- Garay AH. Tiller size/density compensation in
perennial ryegrass miniature swards subject to differing
defoliation heights and a proposed productivity index.
Grass Forage Sci. 1999;54(4):347-56.
19- Maboeta MS, Reinecke SA, Reinecke AJ. Linking
lysosomal biomarker and population responses in a field
population of Aporrectodea caliginosa (Oligochaeta)
exposed to the fungicide copper oxychloride.
Ecotoxicology and Environmental Safety. 2003;56(3):4118.
20- Parhizkar P, Asadi F, Khoshnevis M, Teimouri M,
Yaghoubian A, Amanzadeh B. Growth and production
efficiency of one year old Popolus caspica Bornm. under
different indole butyric acid volume and cutting diameter.
Iran J Forest. 2013;5(2):183-94. [Persian]
21- Zakipour L, Basiri R, Etemad V, Ghasempour G, Agvan
F. The effect of cutting time, cutting type and hormone on
survival and growth cuttings of Conocarpus erectus L.
Forest Res Dev. 2017;3(1):39-49. [Persian]
22- Zarrinball M, Moalemi NA, Daneshvar MH. Effects of
Different Concentrations of Auxins, Time of Cutting and
Environmental Conditions on Rooting of the SemiHardwood Cuttings of Callistemon Viminalis Sol. Iranian J

ECOPERSIA

174

Hortic Sci Technol. 2005;6(3):121-34. [Persian]
23- Shokri S, Zarei H, Alizadeh M. Effect of several rooting
bed on rooting of semi-woody ornamental shrubs of
weeping bottlebrush (Callistemon viminalis) in
greenhouse conditions. J Sci Technol Greenh Culture.
2014;5(3):173-82. [Persian]
24- Goodarzi GH, Payam-Nour V, Jafari M, Aliarab A. Effect
of collection time and auxin treatments on rooting and
seedling production of hardwood cuttings of Mehaleb
cherry (Cerasus mahaleb L.). Iran J Forest Poplar Res.
2017;25(3):474-82. [Persian]
25- Khodami M, Ladan Moghadam A. Evaluate the effect of
different concentrations of IBA and type of substrates on
rooting cuttings of olive varieties Conservalia. Quarterly
Journal of Cellular and Molecular Herbal Biology.
2017;12(1):34-27. [Persian]
26- Finnan, JM, Donnelly I, Burke B. The effect
of cutting back willow after one year of growth on biomass
production over two harvest cycles. Biomass Bioenerg.
2016;92:76-80.
27- Hend MEE, Hossam AS. Propagation of hardwood
cuttings of some Ficus species as affected by
microorganisms and compost tea treatments. Am Eurasian
J Agric Environ Sci. 2016;16(8):1527-33.

Summer 2019, Volume 7, Issue 3

