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Aims: Datura stramonium L. is a medicinal plant known for its alkaloid compounds. Limited 
research has explored the impact of fertilizers like solopotas and fulvic acid on its growth and 
structural traits. This study aimed to evaluate the effects of these fertilizers on the growth 
rate and biomass of D. stramonium.
Materials & Methods: Solopotas and fulvic acid were applied as foliar sprays at 
concentrations of 2%, 4%, 6%, and 8%, with five applications at 5-day intervals. Growth 
parameters such as plant height, leaf length, stem length, root length, leaf number, flower and 
fruit counts, and shoot weight were measured at maturity and compared with control plants 
treated with distilled water.
Findings: The fertilizer treatments significantly affected leaf traits, flower and fruit numbers, 
plant height, and shoot weight (p<0.05) but not root length. The 2% fulvic acid treatment 
resulted in the tallest plants (45.75 cm), compared to 31.25 cm in the control. The 4% fulvic 
acid treatment had the most leaves (39.5), while the control had the lowest (19). The 2% 
solopotas treatment produced the most extended leaves (14.15 cm), while the 8% solopotas 
had the shortest (8.17 cm). The 2% fulvic acid also resulted in the heaviest shoots (13.5 g), 
compared to 3.5 g in the control.
Conclusion: The application of 2% fulvic acid and 2% solopotas significantly improved the 
growth and biomass of D. stramonium, particularly in plant height, leaf number, and leaf 
length. These findings suggest that these fertilizers can enhance the commercial potential 
of D. stramonium.

Copyright© 2021, the Authors | Publishing Rights, ASPI. This open-access article is published under the terms of the Creative Commons Attribution-
NonCommercial 4.0 International License which permits Share (copy and redistribute the material in any medium or format) and Adapt (remix, 
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Introduction
In addition to their aesthetic value and 
productivity, many plants have medicinal 
properties. Identifying these plant 
species and understanding the impact of 
environmental and nutritional factors on the 
concentration of active compounds, their 
chemical composition, and plant growth is 
both important and beneficial. Nutritional 
substances sometimes effectively 
strengthen these plants' medicinal aspects 
[1]. The use of medicinal plants as a source 
of healing in local communities worldwide 
has a history of thousands of years. Today, 
the role of medicinal plants as a primary 
healthcare method for most communities 
is not hidden. Medicinal plants have vast 
potential in treating various diseases due 
to the presence of important therapeutic 
phytochemicals. Therefore, pharmaceutical 
sources are very important, so a significant 
share of all synthetic drugs comes from 
them. Iran has a special place in the world 
regarding geographical location, climate, and 
weather, and it is the habitat of many plant 
species, including medicinal plants. Climatic 
diversity in Iran has caused the existence 
of few medicinal plants in the world that 
do not have the same or similar species in 
Iran. Various researches have shown that it 
is possible to achieve high production due 
to suitable conditions for growing medicinal 
plant species [2, 3, 4, 5]. On the other hand, due 
to the growing economic importance of 
medicinal plants and also because most of 
the medicinal plants are native to developing 
countries, it is possible to provide part of the 
significant health and treatment needs of 
the society with proper use. 
Datura stramonium, an annual plant known 
by common names such as thornapple, 
jimsonweed, and devil's trumpet, is a 
toxic flowering species in the Daturae 
tribe of the Solanaceae family. Its likely 
origin is in Central America and has been 

introduced in many world regions [6]. This 
plant is abundantly observed in the coastal 
areas of northern Iran from Astara to the 
east of Mazandaran [7]. D. stramonium 
is one of the most important medicinal 
plants [8, 9]. This plant has antibacterial, 
insecticidal, repellent, antioxidant, anti-
inflammatory, analgesic and antipyretic, 
antispasmodic, anticancer, antifertility, 
sedative, antiasthmatic, invigorating and 
protective against organophosphate toxins 
[8, 9]. Also, this plant is used to treat diabetes, 
asthma, herpes, diarrhea, menstrual cramps, 
painful skin ulcers, stomach inflammation, 
headache, and muscle cramps [8, 9]. The 
important phytochemical compounds in D. 
stramonium are alkaloids, and a group of 
alkaloids called tropane alkaloids are mainly 
found in plants of the Solanaceae family, 
especially in the Datura genus [10]. 
The growth and performance of plants are 
influenced by genetic and environmental 
factors, which are essential for expressing 
a plant's genetic traits. Plant growth will 
be disrupted or halted if either of these 
factors is lacking or deficient. Properly 
using agricultural methods and factors in 
medicinal plant production is essential to 
increase the number of effective substances 
[11]. In this regard, it seems necessary to 
investigate detailed scientific research to 
determine the effect of different fertilizers 
on the growth rate and performance of 
medicinal plants. In the following section, 
various research studies that have been 
done on different plants will be reviewed. 
In a study, Mohammadpour Vashvaei et 
al. (2021) evaluated the physiological, 
biochemical, and agronomic characteristics 
of D. stramonium under the residual effect 
of conventional and low-input cultivation 
systems. The results showed that the highest 
amount of plant height, number of branches 
per plant, number of leaves per plant, and dry 
weight of leaves belonged to the combined 
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treatment of vermicompost and nanobiomic 
fertilizers [12]. In research, the researchers 
investigated the effect of different levels 
of nitrogen and density on the growth and 
performance of the D. stramonium plant. 
The results showed that the application 
of 180 kg. ha-1 of urea and the density of 
6 plants per unit area can be essential in 
increasing the seed yield of the medicinal 
plant D. stramonium [13]. Investigating the 
effect of different levels of urea fertilizer 
on D. stramonium showed that the use of 
240 kg. ha-1 of urea increases the biomass 
yield and grain yield [14]. In a study using 
150 and 300 kg. ha-1 of nitrogen fertilizer 
on the D. stramonium plant, the results 
showed that the treatment of 300 kg. ha-1 

increased the growth and the percentage of 
seed germination in the D. stramonium plant 
[15]. Hadinezhad et al. (2021) stated that 
using biological and combined fertilizers 
(biological and chemical) and providing the 
necessary materials to increase the growth 
of Nigella sativa L. is effective. It will lead 
to better efficiency [16]. Mardi et al. (2022) 
reported that the use of fertilizers such as 
supernitroplus has increased plant height, 
functional traits, and the number of leaves 
compared to control (no fertilizer use) in 
Allium sativum L. [17]. Ehsani et al. (2021) 
surveyed the effect of lignite and wheat 
straw biochar on vegetation growth for 
Astragalus podolobus Boiss. & Hohen found 
that with the addition of lignite to the soil, the 
maximum height, crown diameter, canopy 
cover, and volume of biomass were recorded 
for a 3.75% application rate after the 
fourth month and were 25.03cm, 23.52cm, 
528.65cm2, and 15581cm3, respectively 
[18]. Najafzadeh Nobar and Safari Sinegani 
(2020) reported that the antioxidant activity 
of green bean biomass was improved in 
mine soil in comparison with rangeland 
and cropland soils (37.76% and 18.43%, 
respectively) [19]. Abbasi Khalaki et al. (2021) 

concluded that the maximum plant viability 
(80, 82.22%), height (59, 68.33cm), leaf area 
index (67.79, 84.93cm2), basal diameter 
(13.33, 16.66cm), canopy cover (993.33, 
1242.66cm2), relative water content (70.46, 
88.32%), photosynthesis rate (27.29, 
28.49µmolco2.cm-2.s-1), chlorophyll (0.87, 
0.72mg.g-1), number of inflorescence (57.33, 
56Nm-2) and 1000-grain weight (33.30, 
3.89g.m-2) were in sainfoin (EM2%) and 
alfalfa (PSN1000mg lit-1), respectively [20]. 
Gorji et al.  (2023), in comparison of the 
impact of organic and inorganic fertilizers 
on phenol content and growth traits in 
cultivated and wild safflower, found that the 
leaf area, number of leaves, dry and fresh 
biomass weights significantly increased 
in the case of adding vermicompost to the 
soil [21]. Seilsepour and Moharami (2024) 
surveyed the impact of nitrogen adding 
and municipal solid waste compost on 
wheat yield in soil with high caco3. The 
experiment’s results demonstrated that the 
effect of MSW compost with N-fertilizer and 
their interaction on grain yield and biological 
function were significant [22]. 
Considering the high value and importance 
of the medicinal plant D. stramonium and 
on the other hand, since there has been no 
report on the effect of solopotas and fulvic 
fertilizers on the structural characteristics 
and biomass of the D. stramonium plant, it 
seems necessary to investigate the impact 
of these treatments on the medicinal plant 
D. stramonium. Therefore, considering 
the importance of D. stramonium as a 
medicinal plant and its widespread use in 
the pharmaceutical industry, the present 
research was conducted to survey the effects 
of different treatments on the structural 
traits and biomass of D. stramonium. The 
most important purpose and context of this 
research is to support the necessities for 
plant domestication. Since most medicinal 
plants, such as Datura stramonium L., are 

https://www.newagroco.com/en/new-agro-products/solopotas-fertilizer
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suitable for producing drug products, several 
efforts are needed to domesticate them. On 
the other hand, the vast area of dry farming 
lands is abandoned, and then it is required 
to be restored. This species is one of the 
candidate species for cropping in this area. 

Materials & Methods
In the present study, the seeds of the D. 
stramonium plant were collected from the 
region of Nazlu in Urmia, West Azerbaijan 
Province, and the dried seeds of this 
plant were removed and used. Because of 
controlling the effects of environmental 
factors on germination and growth, the pots 
were filled by the soil of the D. stramonium 
species habitat in the Nazlu region. The soil 
texture was loamy-clay. Its pH was about 
7.1, and EC was 0.23 months.cm-1. The 
research started on January 1, 2021, and 
the seeds were first placed in the cultivation 
trays and watered every other day. After 
the plants reached 10-12 cm in height, 
they were transferred to larger pots, and 
the same watering routine was resumed. 
After the primary growth of the plants, 
the treatment was started. In this way, two 
types of fertilizer, solopotas, and fulvic acid, 
were used. Fulvic acid is used as a humic 
substance resulting from the decomposition 
of the remains of living organisms, without 
harmful environmental effects, in the 
production of agricultural and garden crops. 
Fulvic acid is a powerful organic electrolyte 
that regulates and energizes cells [23]. By 
entering the plant tissue, fulvic acid brings 
macro elements with it from the surface 
part of the plant to the plant tissue [24]. Also, 
potassium sulfate fertilizer or solopotas 
with 51% potassium and 17.5% sulfur 
is the best source of potassium, and due 
to its sulfur base, it can be easily used in 
salty soils and has the least leaching. This 
substance is obtained from the combination 
of potassium oxide K2O 51% and sulfur 46% 

SO3 and is very widely used; this fertilizer 
is one of the most harmless chemical and 
inorganic fertilizers. Potassium plays a role 
in transporting carbohydrates and other 
micronutrients in the stem and leaves. On 
the other hand, strengthening the plant and 
stem makes it more resistant to cold, heat, 
pests, and diseases. Solopotas is entirely 
soluble in water and allows foliar spraying 
without creating deposits in the nozzles. 
Solopotas fertilizer increases the nutritional 
value of products by positively affecting the 
production of starch, sugar, and vitamins [25]. 
The treatment was done by spraying 
solutions with different doses of fertilizers 
on the plant's leaves, buds, and flowers 
without falling on the soil's surface. A total 
of 27 pots of plants were available, and 
three replications were considered for each 
percentage of fertilizer. Thus, three pots 
were used as control plants: three for 2%, 
4%, 6%, and 6%, and solopotas for 8%. The 
same procedure was repeated for fulvic acid.
The pots were placed in the greenhouse of 
Urmia University with the same temperature 
and humidity conditions, and the treatment 
was done five times with an interval of 5 
or 6 days (Figure 1). Irrigation was carried 
out every other day to prevent its level from 
decreasing to less than the field capacity (FC) 
during the experiment. After 35 days, the 
height and size of the plants were measured 
before separating the organs in question. 
This way, the length from the soil surface to 
the highest part of the plant was recorded 
as the height. The number of the smallest to 
the largest leaves was counted and recorded 
as the number of leaves. In the same way, 
the number of fruits, flowers, buds, and the 
length and width of two leaves from each pot 
were also noted, and the crown of the plant, 
the length of its large and small crowns were 
also reported, and after removing the plants 
from the pot, the length of the root was also 
recorded.

https://www.newagroco.com/en/new-agro-products/solopotas-fertilizer
https://www.newagroco.com/en/new-agro-products/solopotas-fertilizer
https://www.newagroco.com/en/new-agro-products/solopotas-fertilizer
https://www.newagroco.com/en/new-agro-products/solopotas-fertilizer
https://www.newagroco.com/en/new-agro-products/solopotas-fertilizer
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The parameters considered during the 
measurement are flower, leaf, stem, root 
weight in grams, small crown length, 
considerable crown length, leaf width, leaf 
length, number of flowers and fruits, number 
of leaves, root length, and plant height. The 
measurements were accurately taken using 
a tape measure.
Analysis Method
In the current study, nine treatments, includ-
ing solopotas solution spray at four concen-
tration levels of 2, 4, 6, and 8% and fulvic acid 
solution spray at four concentration levels 
of 2, 4, 6, and 8%, and a control treatment 
with distilled water, spray, were used. Thus, 
different liquid solutions were prepared and 
sprayed onto the plant organs after the plant 
had grown. Three replications (pots) were 
considered for each treatment, and other 
traits were measured except leaf length and 
width in all three pots.
It is important to note that four repetitions 
were considered for both leaf length and 
width. Firstly, the normality test was 
conducted by Kolmogorov–Smirnov test. In 
the case of non-normal distribution, a log 
(10) transformation was used to make them 
normal. Eight of the 10 traits were normal, 
and two traits, including flower number 
and small canopy length, were abnormal. 

However, a one-way analysis of variance 
(ANOVA) was used to analyze the normal 
and transformed data of traits, and Tukey's 
test was applied for mean comparisons. 
Additionally, principal component analysis 
(PCA) was conducted to identify traits 
with high variability and sensitivity to 
different nutritional treatments. The 
Principal component analysis method has 
been used in various sciences to determine 
important parameters in differentiating 
various phenomena from each other, the 
results of which include eigenvalues, % of 
the variance of each variable, factor loading, 
and broken stick eigenvalue (BSE) [26]. All 
statistical analyses were performed using 
SPSS software.  

Findings
Results of Analysis of Variance
The analysis of variance showed that 
the effect of different treatments on the 
characteristics of leaf length, leaf width, 
number of flowers and fruits, considerable 
canopy length, small canopy length, plant 
height, and shoot weight is significant (Table 
1). The results showed that the effect of the 
treatments on the traits of root length and 
root weight was insignificant.
The mean comparison revealed that 

Figure 1) D. stramonium plant in the research greenhouse.

https://www.newagroco.com/en/new-agro-products/solopotas-fertilizer
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the highest plant height (45.75 cm) was 
observed with the 2% fulvic acid treatment, 
while the lowest height (31.25 cm) was 
found in the distilled water treatment. The 
most significant root length (0.21 cm) was 
recorded with the 4% fulvic acid treatment, 
while the lowest (12.75 cm) was associated 
with the distilled water treatment. For the 
number of leaves, the highest count (39.50 
leaves) was observed in the 4% fulvic acid 
treatment, while the lowest (19.0 leaves) 
occurred with the distilled water treatment 
(Table 2). Regarding the number of flowers, 
the highest average [28] was observed in 
the 2% fulvic acid treatment, while the 
lowest (4.5) was found in the 4% solopotas 
treatment. The distilled water, fulvic acid 
8 %, and solopotas 2 % were intermediate 
levels. In terms of canopy size, the largest 

(44.5 cm) and smallest (28.5 cm) canopy 
lengths were recorded with the 8% fulvic 
acid treatment, while the smallest (22.5 cm) 
and largest (15.5 cm) were found with the 
distilled water treatment (Table 3). For root 
and shoot weight, the highest values were 
observed with the 8% solopotas treatment 
(root weight: 2.65 gr, shoot weight: 13.5 gr), 
and the lowest values were associated with 
the distilled water treatment (root weight: 
1.65 gr, shoot weight: 3.5 gr). The highest 
leaf length (14.15 cm) was found with the 
2% solopotas treatment, while the lowest 
(8.17 cm) occurred with the 8% solopotas 
treatment. For leaf width, the highest 
(8.67 cm) and lowest (5.07 cm) values 
were recorded with the 8% fulvic acid and 
distilled water treatments, respectively 
(Table 2).

Table 1) The results of analysis of the variance for various traits for D. stramonium. 

Total      ErrorSource of VariationTraits/d.f

35278d.f.

Mean Squares

2.7415.01**Leal Length

1.368.25**Leaf Width

26188Traits/d.f

Mean Squares

22.5268.26*Plant Height

10.4417.40nsRoot Length

64.56143.71nsNumber of Leaves

9.88150.58**Number of Flowers

43.08150.15**Length of Large Canopy

12.6976.83**Length of Small Canopy

0.130.32nsWeight of Roots

11.7131.35*Weight of Aerial Parts

0.030.17**Number of Flowers-Log(10)

0.0040.03**Length of Small Canopy Log(10)

*: Significant at the 0.05 level; **: Significant at the 0.01 level; ns: Not Significant.
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Table 2) Comparison of the means effect of different treatments on the normal traits of D. stramonium plant.

Leaf 
Width 
(cm)

Leaf 
Length 

(cm)

Weight of 
Aerial Parts 

(gr)

Weight of 
Roots (gr)

Length of 
Large Canopy 

(cm)

Number of 
Leaves

Root 
Length 

(cm)

Plant 
Height 
(cm)

Treatment

5.07
±1.4d

9.25
±0.9bc

3.5
±0.1b

1.65
±0.1a

22. 5
±2. 5b

19.0
±6.0a

12.75
±3.25a

31.25
±1.75bDistilled Water

5.62
±1.0bcd

11.37
±1bc

8.5
±3.3ab

2.3
±.1a

41. 5
±3. 5a

33.0
±2.0a

16.5
±.5a

45.75
±1.75a

Fulvic Acid 
2 %

6.3
±1.2abcd

10.8
±1 abc

7.1
±.4ab

1.75
±0.7a

29.5
±.50ab

39.50
±15.5a

21.0
±2a

39.50
±.50ab

Fulvic Acid 
4 %

8.05
±1.15abc11.6±1abc11.05

±3.5ab
2.15
±0.1a

31.50
±7.5ab

22.5
±2.5a

19.0
±1a

36.50
±.50ab

Fulvic Acid 
6 %

8.67
±0.2a

12.9
±0.8ab

10.6
±0.1ab

2.2
±0. 1a

44.5
±7.5a

30.50
±9.5a

19.0
±0a

39.25
±2.7ab

Fulvic Acid 
8 %

8.4
±1.65ab

14.0
±3.2a

14.15
±6.65a

2. 5
±0. 4a

39.5
±10.5ab

36.0
±6.0a

18.75
±2.75a

45.00
±7aSolopotas 2 %

5.4
±1.3cd

8.75
±1.19c

9.4
±1.9ab

2.1
±0.2a

29.5
±0.5ab

27.00
±7.0a

17.25
±5.75a

35.5
±2.5abSolopotas 4 %

5.65
±1.06bcd

9.65
±1.0bc

11.0
±0.5ab

2.4
±0.1a

35.0
±5.0ab

38.0
±3.0a

18.75
±1.25a

38.5
±3.5abSolopotas 6 %

5.5
±0.4cd

8.17
±0.9c

13.3
±5.8a

2.65
±0.6a

29.0
±11ab

29.5
±10.5a

20.0
±6a

34.00
±11abSolopotas8 %

Table 3) Comparison of the means effect of different treatments on the abnormal traits of the D. stramonium plant.

Length of small canopy 
log(10)

Length of Small Canopy 
(cm)

Number of Flower 
Log(10)

Number of 
Flowers

Treatment   

1.82b15.5±3.5b0.98 ab10.0±3.0bDistilled Water

1.36ab23.5±5.5ab1.44a28.0±5.0aFulvic Acid 2 %

1.31ab20.5±0.5ab0.86b8.0±4.0bFulvic Acid 4 %

1.27ab19. 0±1. 0ab0.73b5.50±.50bFulvic Acid 6 %

1.44a28. 5±7.5 a0.91ab8. 5±2.5 bFulvic Acid 8 %

1.44a28.0±2.0a0.99ab10.00±1.0bSolopotas 2 %

1.21b16.5±0.5b0.6 b4.5±2.5bSolopotas 4 %

1.27ab19.0±1.0ab0.81b6.5±0.5bSolopotas 6 %

1.17b15.0±3.0b0.74 b7.00±5bSolopotas 8 %

https://www.newagroco.com/en/new-agro-products/solopotas-fertilizer
https://www.newagroco.com/en/new-agro-products/solopotas-fertilizer
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https://www.newagroco.com/en/new-agro-products/solopotas-fertilizer
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Principal Component Analysis (PCA) Results
To identify the most important and sensitive 
traits under the change caused by different 
treatments and specify the relevant 
treatment, principal component analysis was 
used, and the results are presented below 
(Table 4 and Figure 2). By observing the 
contribution of each of the components in 
justifying the traits (Table 3), it can be stated 
that the traits of considerable crown length, 
small crown length, plant height, leaf length, 
leaf width, shoot weight, root length, number 
of leaves, Root weight and the number of 
flowers and fruits have the most changes due 
to different treatments. The results of the 
principal components analysis showed that 
50.9% of the variation in the traits of the D. 
stramonium species was made by the first axis 
(plant height, length of large canopy, length of 
small canopy, leaf length, and leaf width) and 
second axis was made by number of flowers 
with 20.68 % of the data variance (Table 4).

Table 4) results of analyzing the main components of 
traits and different treatments.

Axis 
(Eigenvector)

21Parameter
2.065.09Eigenvalue

20.6850.9% Of Variance
71.5950.9Cum.% of Variance
1.922.92Broken-stick Eigenvalue

-0.321-0.859Plant Height

Fa
ct

or
 L

oa
d

0.661-0.540Root Length
0.17230.621Number of Leaves
-0.7130.272Number of Flowers
-0.1910.910Length of Large Canopy
-0.327-0.900Length of Small Canopy
0.5230.572Weight of Roots
0.660-0.662Weight of Aerial Parts
-0.3640.808Leaf Length
0.0440.736Leaf Width

Note:  Bold parameters are chosen to weigh more in the 
separation of treatments.

The principal component analysis method 
was used to extract the most important 
and sensitive plant traits of D. stramonium 
under different treatments. In this type of 
analysis, parameters are determined and 
selected that provide and justify the most 
information from the available data [27]. To 
determine the extracted factors and the 
number of principal components, a large 
set of indicators such as eigenvalues, scree 
plots, and percentage of factor load variance 
are used [27]. This study selected components 
and factors with a specific value higher than 
the broken stick eigenvalue ​​and a factor 
loading of more than 0.5 [28].  
By examining the two-plot diagram related 
to the distribution of treatments in the space 
of traits, it is clear that almost all plant traits 
have higher values ​​when solopotas and fulvic 
acid are used compared to pure water spray. 
However, in more detail, solopotas spray at 
a low concentration of about 2% increases 
leaf width, large crown diameter, and height 
values. In addition, fulvic acid spray with a 
concentration of two percent increases the 
number of flowers and leaf length and causes 
a relative decrease in root and stem length. 
To improve this plant's growth efficiency, 
spraying small amounts of these foods will 
improve its performance.

Discussion 
The growth and performance of plants 
can be influenced by genetic factors and 
environmental factors that play the leading 
role in the occurrence of genetic traits of each 
plant so that in the absence or deficiency 
of one of them, the growth of plants will 
be disturbed and stopped. Proper use of 
agricultural methods and factors in the 
production of medicinal plants is important 
to increase the amount of effective substance. 
In this regard, the present research was 
conducted to investigate the effect of 
different treatments on the structural 

https://www.newagroco.com/en/new-agro-products/solopotas-fertilizer
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traits and biomass of the medicinal plant 
D. stramonium. The results showed that 
the effect of different treatments on the 
characteristics of leaf length, leaf width, 
number of flowers and fruits, considerable 
canopy length, small canopy length, plant 
height, and aerial weight are significant. The 
comparison of the means showed that the 
highest height and number of flowers and 
fruits was related to 2% fulvic treatment, 
and the lowest amount was related to 
distilled water treatment. The results of this 
research are consistent with the results of 
Arvin (2019) [29], Makkizadeh et al. (2011) 
[30], Mollashahi et al. (2013) [31] and Hossain 
et al. (2010) [32]. They reported that when the 
plant is affected by different concentrations 
of complete fertilizers, its height traits 
increase significantly. Potassium has been 
reported to increase vegetative growth, 
size, and height in plants by activating 
enzymes that are effective in growth and 

increase the division of meristem cells and 
the turgorescence of meristem cells [33]. This 
mechanism likely explains the superior 
performance observed with fulvic acid and 
potassium treatments in this study. During 
their research on fennel, they stated that 
Azotobacter inoculation caused a significant 
increase in the height, side branch, and seed 
yield of the plant compared to the control 
[34]. The highest and lowest root length 
and number of leaves were related to the 
treatment of 4% fulvic and distilled water, 
respectively. In research, Arvin (2019) 
stated that the simultaneous consumption 
of nutrients nitrogen, phosphorus, and 
potassium caused an increase in the 
number of leaves and branches in savory 
plants compared to the control sample 
[29]. Researchers also reported that the 
foliar application of potassium fertilizer 
increased mung bean area and number of 
leaves and side branches [35]. In the study of 

distilled water

fulvic acid  2%

fulvic acid  4%

fulvic acid 6%

fulvic acid 8%

solopotas 2%
solopotas 4%

solopotas 6%

solopotas 8%

height

root length

leaf number

flower number

big canopy

small canopy

root weight

shoot weight

leaf length

leaf width

0

0

40 80
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Axis 1

A
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Figure 2) Two-plot space of the changes in D. stramonium species traits about different treatments using 
principal component analysis (50.9% and 20.68 % of the data variance are explained by the first and second 
axes, respectively).
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Alizad et al. (2019), they reported that the 
combined application of vermicompost with 
Azospirillium has increased the number of 
leaves in garlic plants [36].
Regarding the traits of considerable canopy 
length and small canopy length, respectively, 
in both traits, the highest amount related 
to fulvic acid treatment was 8%, and the 
lowest amount was related to a distilled 
water treatment. The highest amount of 
root weight and shoot weight traits were 
related to 8% solopotas treatment, and the 
lowest amount was related to distilled water 
treatment. In this regard, the results of Abd 
Allah et al. (2015) studies showed that 
salicylic acid foliar application increased 
the fresh and dry weight of the aerial part 
of quinoa [37]. Additionally, Mosavi Fazl 
et al. (2015) [38] showed that potassium 
fertilizers enhance dry weight in fodder 
sorghum, while Habib et al. (2011) [39] noted 
significant increases in wet and dry weights 
in potato plants following potassium nitrate 
application. These findings collectively 
emphasize the crucial role of potassium in 
biomass accumulation across diverse plant 
species, including D. stramonium. Also, 
Rahimi and Salahizade (2015) stated that 
applying potassium sulfate fertilizer in bean 
plants increased the fresh weight of the stem 
[40]. These results highlight how targeted 
nutrient application optimizes canopy 
structure, which is critical for enhancing 
light capture and growth. Also, Habib et al. 
(2011) reported that spraying and foliar 
application of potassium nitrate significantly 
increased plant length and dry and wet 
weight in potatoes [39]. The highest amount 
of leaf length is related to 2% solopotas 
treatment, and the lowest amount is 8% 
about solopotas treatment. Regarding leaf 
width, this trait's highest and lowest levels 
were related to 8% fulvic treatment and 
distilled water. Therefore, according to the 
results, using the fertilizers mentioned above 

has improved the structural characteristics 
and biomass of the D. stramonium plant. 
The results of the present research are 
consistent with the results of the studies 
of Mohammadpour Vashvaei et al. (2021) 
[12] and Mardi et al. (2022) [17]. The results 
of the survey by Mohammadpour Vashvaei 
et al. (2021) showed that the highest plant 
height, the number of branches per plant, 
the number of leaves per plant, and the dry 
weight of the leaves of the D. stramonium 
plant belonged to the combination treatment 
of vermicompost and nanobiomic fertilizers 
[12]. Mardi et al. (2022) reported that the 
use of fertilizers such as supernitroplus has 
increased plant height, functional traits, and 
the number of leaves compared to control 
(no fertilizer use) in garlic (Allium sativum 
L.) [17]. Different fertilizers can increase 
the plant's ability to absorb organic and 
inorganic substances from the soil solution 
and increase plant growth [41].

Conclusion 
Based on the findings of this study, the 
application of the aforementioned fertilizers of 
solopotas 2% and fulvic acid 2% significantly 
improved the structural characteristics, such 
as the canopy cover of the D. stramonium 
plant. Shoot and root biomass will increase 
with the addition of solopotas 6%. However, 
since the effects on bioactive compounds 
were not assessed, an increase in biomass 
cannot be directly linked to a rise in the 
concentration of effective substances. Further 
studies are needed to evaluate the impact of 
these fertilizers on the production of bioactive 
compounds. It is recommended that future 
research focus on investigating how different 
fertilizers affect the concentration of bioactive 
compounds in D. stramonium, in addition to 
their impact on plant biomass. This will help 
clarify whether improvements in plant growth 
translate into higher yields of medicinally 
valuable substances.

https://www.newagroco.com/en/new-agro-products/solopotas-fertilizer
https://www.newagroco.com/en/new-agro-products/solopotas-fertilizer


Sheidai-Karkaj E. et al.

ECOPERSIA                                                    	                                                          Winter 2025, Volume 13, Issue 1

47

Acknowledgments
The authors would like to thank Urmia 
University for providing the facilities for this 
research. 
Authors’ Contributions
All authors contributed to the manuscript 
and read and approved its final version.
Funding/Support
Personal funding has been spent to conduct 
this research. 
Ethical Permission
None declared by authors. 
Conflict of Interests 
The authors declare no conflict of interest.

References: 
1.	 Foroghi A. Review of medicinal plants based on 

antimicrobial properties. Vet. Res. Bio. Pro. 2021; 
35(1): 2-17. 

2.	 Beyk-Khormizi A., Sarafraz-Ardakani M.R., 
Hosseini Sarghein S., Moshtaghioun S. M., 
Mousavi-Kouhi S.M., Taghavizadeh Yazdi, M.E. 
Effect of Organic Fertilizer on the Growth 
and Physiological Parameters of a Traditional 
Medicinal Plant under Salinity Stress Conditions. 
Horticulture. 2023; 9(6): 701. 

3.	 Da Cunha Honorato A., de Assis R.M.A., Maciel 
J.F.A., Nohara G.A., de Carvalho AA., Pinto J.E. 
B.P., Bertolucci S.K.V. Fertilization with different 
manure sources and doses provides quantitative-
qualitative gains in the production of Thymus 
vulgaris L. S. Afr. J. Bot. 2024; 164(1): 345-355. 

4.	 Hao D., Luan Y., Wang Y., Xiao P. Unveiling 
Nitrogen Fertilizer in Medicinal Plant Cultivation. 
Agron.2024;14(8):1647. 

5.	 Ibrahim M.H., Jaafar H.Z., Karimi E., Ghasemzadeh 
A. Impact of organic and inorganic fertilizers 
application on the phytochemical and antioxidant 
activity of Kacip Fatimah (Labisia pumila Benth). 
Molecules. 2013 ; 18(9):10973-88. 

6.	 Oseni O., Olarinoye C., Amoo I. Studies on chemical 
compositions and functional properties of thorn 
apple (Datura stramonium L) Solanaceae. Africa 
J. Food Sci. 2011;5(2):40-44. 

7.	 Niakan M., Rezapour Mahjoob S., Ghorbanli 
M. Effect of exogenous putrescine on growth, 
photosynthesis and alkaloid compounds of 
Datura (Datura stramonium L.) in response to 
salinity stress under hydroponic conditions. J. 
Soil Plant Interact. 2015; 6(1):111-123. 

8.	 Al-Snafi A.E. Medical importance of Datura 
fastuosa (syn: Datura metel) and Datura 
stramonium-A review. IOSR J. Pharm. 2017; 

7(2):43-58. 
9.	 Singh L.R., Singh O.M. Datura stramonium: 

An overview of its phytochemistry and 
pharmacognosy. Res. J. Pharm. Phyto. 2013; 
5(3):143-148. 

10.	 Ashtiania F., Sefidkonb F. Tropane alkaloids of 
Atropa belladonna L. and Atropa acuminata 
Royle ex Miers plants. J. Med. Pla. Res. 2011; 
5(29):6515-6522. 

11.	 Heidarzadeh A., Mohammad Modarres-Sanavy 
S.A., Mokhtassi-Bidgoli A. Effect of nitrogen 
on some quantitative and qualitative traits of 
Dracocephalum kotschyi Boiss. Iran. J. Hort. Sci. 
2020; 51(3): 705-717. 

12.	 Mohammadpour Vashvaei R., Ghanbari A., 
Asgharipour M.R., Ramroudi M., Dahmardeh 
M. Evaluation of physiological, biochemical 
and agronomic characteristics of thorn apple‎‎ 
(Datura stramonium L.) under residual effect of 
conventional and low input cropping‎ systems. 
Iran. J. Hortic. Sci. 2021; 51(4):995-1015.

13.	 Izadi Z., Biabani A., Sabouri H., Bahreyninejad B. 
Effects of nitrogen and density on growth and 
Datura stramonium L. yield. Iran J. Med. Aro. Pla. 
2021; 37(2):315-328. 

14.	 Afsharypuor S., Mostajeran A., Shaneh-Saz M. 
Effect of urea fertilizer on the weight of different 
parts of Datura stramonium and their alkaloidal 
contents at different developmental stages. 
DARU J. Pharm. Sci. 1997; 7(1):66-72.

15.	 Abbaspour R., Imam Y., Hosseini S.Z. Investigating 
the effect of organic and chemical fertilizer 
application on growth and distribution of 
Datura weed seeds. 13th National Congress on 
Agronomy and Plant Breeding, Karaj, Iran, 2014; 
4-6 September: 1-4. 

16.	 Hadinezhad F., Salimi A., Chavoushi M. Evaluation 
of the effect of nitrogen fertilizer and urea 
fertilizer on some physiological, phytochemical, 
and antioxidant capacity of Nigella sativa L. Appl. 
Bio. 2021; 34(2):168-186. 

17.	 Mardi M., Abbasifar A., ValizadehKaji B. 
Comparison of the effect of biological and non-
biological fertilizers on quantitative, qualitative 
and phytochemical properties of garlic (Allium 
sativum L.). J. Veg. Sci. 2022; 5(2):1-17. 

18.	 Ehsani S., Niknahad Gharmakher H., Motamedi J., 
Akbarlou M., Sheidai Karkaj E. Impact of Wheat 
Straw Biochar and Lignite on Plant Growth of 
Astragalus podolobus Boiss. & Hohen. ECOPERSIA 
2021; 9(1):61-67. 

19.	 Najafzadeh Nobar Z., Safari Sinegani A.A. Effect 
of soil contamination and antibiotics application 
on growth and some physiological traits of beans 
in greenhouse condition. ECOPERSIA 2022; 
10(4):267-283. 

20.	 Abbasi Khalaki M., Ghorbani A., Esmali Ouri A., 

https://doi.org/10.3390/horticulturae9060701
https://doi.org/10.3390/agronomy14081647
https://scholar.google.com/scholar_lookup?title=Datura%20stramonium%3A%20An%20overview%20of%20its%20phytochemistry%20and%20pharmacognosy&journal=Res%20J%20Pharmacogn%20Phytochem&volume=5&issue=3&publication_year=2013&author=Singh%2CLR&author=Singh%2COM
https://ijhs.ut.ac.ir/article_81129_63e4e4479b005258b264957ed55d03ef.pdf
https://www.academia.edu/103018166/Effect_of_Urea_Fertilizer_on_the_Weight_of_Different_Parts_of_Datura_stramonium_and_their_Alkaloidal_Contents_at_Different_Developmental_Stages
https://civilica.com/doc/312548/
http://ecopersia.modares.ac.ir/files/ecopersia/user_files_749497/ziba_nobar-A-10-69404-1-d55ee3c.pdf


Effect of Different Nutritional Treatments on the ...

ECOPERSIA                                                    	                                                          Winter 2025, Volume 13, Issue 1

48

Shokouhian A., Ashraf Jafari A. Some Facilitators 
Effects on Alfalfa and Sainfoin Growth in 
Restoration of Dry-Farming Lands (Study 
Area: Balekhlichay Watershed, Ardabil, Iran). 
ECOPERSIA 2021; 9(1):43-51. 

21.	 Gorji Z., Mehrparvar M., Mozaffari H. Organic 
vs. Inorganic Fertilizers: Effects on Growth 
Parameters and Phenol Content in Cultivated and 
Wild Safflower. ECOPERSIA 2023; 11(2):163-
174. 

22.	 Seilsepour M., Moharami S. Effect of Nitrogen 
and Municipal Solid Waste Compost on the 
Physicochemical Properties of a Calcareous Soil 
under Wheat Cultivation. Communications in Soil 
Science and Plant Analysis. 2024; 1-12. 

23.	 Zhao Y., Wei Y., Zhang Y., Wen X., Xi B., Zhao X., 
Wei Z. Roles of composts in soil based on the 
assessment of humification degree of fulvic acids. 
Eco. Indic. 2017;72(1):473-480. 

24.	 Patnaik P. Handbook of inorganic chemicals: 
McGraw-Hill New York; 2003. 1086p. 

25.	 Piccolo A. The Supramolecular structure of humic 
substances. A novel understanding of humus 
chemistry and implications in soil science. Advan. 
Agron. 2002; 75(1): 57–134. 

26.	 Sasanifar S., Alijanpour A., Shafiei Banj A., Eshaghi 
Rad J.E., Molaei M., Azadi H. Forest protection 
policy: Lesson learned from Arasbaran biosphere 
reserve in Northwest Iran. 2019; La Use Pol., 87, 
104057. 

27.	 Hair Junior J.F., Black W.C., Babin B.J., Anderson 
R.E., Tatham R.L. Multivariate data analysis. New 
Jersey. 1998; 5(3):207-219. 

28.	 Sheidai-Karkaj E., Sepehry A., Barani H., Motamedi 
J., Shahbazi F. Establishing a suitable soil quality 
index for semi-arid rangeland ecosystems in 
northwest of Iran. J. Soil Sci. Plant Nutr.2019; 
19(1): 648-658. 

29.	 Arvin P. Study of different levels of nitrogen, 
phosphorus and potassium on physiological and 
morphological parameters and essential oils in 
savory plant (Satureja hortensis L.). J. Plant Res. 
2019;32(1):464-473. 

30.	 Makkizadeh M., Chaichi M., Nasrollahzadeh S., 
Khavazi K. Effect of different types of nitrogen 
fertilizers on quantitative and qualitative 
characteristics of Satureja hortensis L. Iran J. Med. 
Aro. Plant. Res. 2012; 28(2):330-341.  

31.	 Mollashahi M., Ganjali H., Fanaei H. Effect of 

different levels of nitrogen and potassium 
on yield, yield components and oil content 
of sunflower. Inter. J. Farm. Allie. Sci. 2013; 
2(1):1237-1240. 

32.	 Hossain M.D., Musa M.H, Talib J., Jol H. Effects 
of nitrogen, phosphorus and potassium levels 
on kenaf (Hibiscus cannabinus L.) growth and 
photosynthesis under nutrient solution. J. Agr. 
Sci. 2010; 2(2): 49-57. 

33.	 Fageria N.K. The use of nutrients in crop plants: 
CRC press; 2016: 448 p. 

34.	 Tehlan S., Thakral K., Nandal J. Effect of 
Azotobacter on plant growth and seed yield of 
fennel (Foeniculum vulgare Mill). Harya J. Hortic. 
Sci. 2004; 33(3/4): 287-288. 

35.	 Thalooth A., Tawfik M., Mohamed H.M. A 
comparative study on the effect of foliar 
application of zinc, potassium, and magnesium 
on growth, yield and some chemical constituents 
of mungbean plants grown under water stress 
conditions. World J. Agri. Sci. 2006; 2(1):37-46.  

36.	 Alizad L., Mostafavi Rad M., Aghaei K. Effect 
of nitrogen sources type and plant growth 
promoting bacteria on yield and its attributes of 
Talesh local garlic in Rasht. J. Crop. Improv. 2018; 
20(2): 533-545. 

37.	 Abd Allah M.M., El-Bassiouny H.M., Elewa T.A.E., 
El-Sebai T.N. Effect of salicylic acid and benzoic 
acid on growth, yield and some biochemical 
aspects of quinoa plant grown in sandy soil. Int. J. 
Chem. Tech. Res. 2015; 8(1):216-25. 

38.	 Mousavi Fazl S.H., Alizadeh A., Ansari H., Rezvani 
Moghaddam P. Effect of different levels of 
irrigation water and potassium fertilizer on root 
and shoot growth of forage sorghum. Iran. J. Irrig. 
Draig. 2014; 8(4):747-756. 

39.	 Habib H.A., Shafeek M., Zaki M., El-Shal Z. 
Response of potato plants (Solanum tuberosum 
L.) to foliar application with different sources of 
potassium. Int. J. Acad. Res.  2011; 3(1): 129-132. 

40.	 Rahimi M.M., Salahizadeh A.A. Effect of different 
levels of irrigation and potassium on qualitative 
and quantitative characteristics of the beans in 
Yasooj, Iran. Eur. J. Natu. Soc. Sci. 2015; 4(1):50-56. 

41.	 Lin S., Sattelmacher B., Kutzmutz E., Mühling K.H., 
Dittert K. Influence of nitrogen nutrition on tuber 
quality of potato with special reference to the 
pathway of nitrate transport into tubers. J. Plant 
Nutr. 2004; 27(2):341-350.

https://doi.org/10.1080/00103624.2024.2430334
https://www.cabidigitallibrary.org/doi/full/10.5555/2016338033
https://doi.org/10.1097/00010694-200111000-00007
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.landusepol.2019.104057
https://www.amazon.com/Multivariate-Data-Analysis-Joseph-Hair/dp/0138132631
https://doi.org/10.1007/s42729-019-00065-4
https://doi.org/10.1371/journal.pone.0249363
https://doi.org/10.22092/ijmapr.2012.3050
https://www.cabidigitallibrary.org/doi/full/10.5555/20053084332
https://idj.iaid.ir/article_54822.html?lang=en
https://www.cabidigitallibrary.org/doi/full/10.5555/20123153574

	_Hlk185325708
	_Hlk185326101
	_Hlk185327045
	_Hlk185327391
	_Hlk185327844
	_Hlk185328932
	_Hlk181783744

